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ISAIAH S8XI.6 


The Wolf alfo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
ſhall lye down with the Kid; and the Calf, and the 
young Lion, and the Fatling together ; and a little 
Child ſhall lead them, &c. 


Have already explained the Prophet's meaning in 
theſe words ; which is, db ſhould come, 
to make thoſe Men who were at-as adds as 


LEE the Lewby live io Love and 


np ind x oo Connie among Chri- 
a cam; cnplghcs gg yet it that 

ut though is as 
Saviour is the Chriſt, in whom/'this: a oder nee 


-Prophecy was accgm- 
POT ROOTS COS MESASE 
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Of the two firſt of- theſe I have largely diſcourſed, 
eſpecially of the Jecond. Wherein I ſhewed, That ſuch 
are the: P#i of his Religion, which he requires. us 
to believe ; Such the Precepts which he recommends to 
out. practice; and ſuch the 3 Ob; ations he lays upon us, 
to-believe theſe Principles, bas raQtiſe theſe Precepts : 
That they could not Fail of this End, to make Peace among 


hs were oy eriou] A conſidered, and heartily enter- 


Lothar! is ſaid in Scripture- to be done by God, 
which he uſes ſufficient Means,and gives us ſufficient Power 


| ns of ; though the things ſhould fot: be atually 
or 


God dork = intend to keep us h. order Fand 
like a Herd of Bea us up, and impriſdn- 
Cd dives ded Togo) ſo that's it ſhall be 
ont; of our power to deſtroy worry others ; but he 
orders 'and* governs/us as reaſonable Creatures, - who are 
to be reſtrained from doing-hurt, b the Sch of 260 
Lord;-as the-Propher exp laits himſelf = 

-f.If ehis enterinto Grids and rom A incor Hearts, 


it will-alter our bruitiſh Natures, :and chain up out farious 


Paſſions ; nay, fo _ rar ſubdue them-£o- the Obe- 


dience of C ſhall become new Creatures, 
transformed into Kr Ar; C our Lord and” Maſter, 
by. whoſe Mins we are Togo gms, 
This is enough to verifie' what: a hl "ach as 
I could ſhewby-mi  unanſwerabloArgumne et ir would 
"ages iv -and tnore evident SatialkAtiori, , 
added the Gonſtderation, -which- I could/bur lightly 


touch 1a he navy 126mg op 40640 but ſhall now more largely 
| explain ; 


o_ 
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antdlils 3 z and in concluſion add a fowrth , which will 
expound this Prophecy 3 in the moſt hteral ſenſe that can be 


'0 put it then out of. all doubt, that our bleſſed Lord 
is theChiiſt, who. was to;wake the Wolf and the Lamb 
dwell rogether, lex. it -be conſidered, That as it was his 


Intention to bring Men to. Unity and Peace ; and as the 


Natyre of his Religion is ſuch, . as is apt to produce this 
effe& ; {o this - Wa$ olimply proved. inthe fo 
Converts. to. his Rel PR. T. were thro 
indued with his Divine ledge, became the molt love- 
ing Creatures in the World, and embraced one another 
-with the moſt tender and ſincere AﬀeCtion. | 

And here it will be fi to conlider ia the firſt place, 


þ 

How Johs-Baptif#, the Fore-runner of our Saviour, 
{who came, as I told you, to prepare bis way, and to twrn 
the hearts of the Fathers to the Children) to: work 
this happy Reconcilation among Men ; make ready, 
as the: Angel faid he ſhould, « People prepared for the Lord 
For he preaching the Baptiſm of Repentance for the r 
of Sins, Luk. 3. 3. great multitudes, of all forts of People, 
reſorted..to him, pow Far .a common. conleat,. obeyed 
his Summons; who were as difagreeiog in thei 
natures and diſpoſitions, ' as thoſe Creatures that are here 
mentioned in the 

The Pablicans, for inſtance, who were. infamous for 
Extortion and cruel .Favengqus. 
—_—_ E for / that's:che c F. Zens 

gives them, All Publicans axe Herpes) were 

taughtby him to be as innocent as Lambs, by exatting no 


more 


\ 
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more than thut de wat eppulates them, in che publick 
Tables of Rates. Unto which all chat received his Bp 


tiſm,. gave their conſent, and R——_ 


we 1a my ny Sr mmar ogg os a i. 


terms, being "wh God, if ty with a falſe ho 
of Ending M Fri with God did gs ceaſe that 
rapine, and unmerciful dealings "FAD 
Mu Soldiers Lewi, Me 6 phngn is Lager, and 
h as- Bears, were diſciplin'd ——_— 


| Nate | like that of the Ox+ and For-by'to- 
his Baptiſm, they ſubmitted the Netks ts ths 


Fake Srbich laid upon chem, in this comprehenſive / 


| Precept , Do wioſenee #0 wo man, neither acouſe uy 
falſeh; andbe content with agus, Where bz cautions 
' them againſt their uſual Pi 

the People ; either by Threats and Terrors (as the firſt 


ds fi on 
words guide ) ot S Sy ind that 


in vait to diſpare-3 NE ently. wnerooel 5 


in the Fable 6f the Wolf and che Lannb (ly CO IEIE 
Hluftrares this paſſage) who came to-drink at the fame 


River. Bol hwy aphon wg mm pn 


hisd 


- ! "The: were mage his Leffon "whoa chey 
em to ER He that hath two cots, let line ieupart 


ro ao hath none ; and he ns foodie ho 


, 1nextorting Money from 
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© Unto which it js to be ſuppoſed they alſo conſented 
when they were Baptized ( that is, made Profeſſion of 
Repent ance) as valt numbers of them ' were. Inſfomuch 
that many of the Phariſces and the Sadduces came to his Bap- 
riſm, againlt whom he cries out, as 4 generation of Vipers ; 
who had hearts as full of Rancour and Malice, as the Viper 
is of Poyſon ; no' leſs venomous than the 4/s and the 
Cockatrice mentioned in this Prophecy : And yet were ſo 
terrified at his Pregchi p digs 7 they humbled themſelves 
to: bis. Baptiſm ;. and there diſgorged their: Venom, by 
confeſſing their Sins, and OO (for it was not a bare 
knowledging, but a renouncing. them) to amend thelr 
es, according to his DoCtrine. 
All this-you may read in the Third of St. Matthew and 
St. Lake; where they ſhew how the whole Nation flockt 
to him for Advice, what py 17: r do to flee from the 
wrath to come; and were i ed by him, to prepare 
themſelves, by ſuch-means as theſe now mentioned, for the 
_—— of Chriſt ; which hetold them was approaching. 


4 


Now ibs was thus Vir by him, was further pro-. 
moted s, our hehe Lords bs Dil as Don as he 
= whom he ad- 
booted, hs Keds cbMaren, 

pres ink heaven, Mat. 18. 3. that 
6, 5s 00 oy ny Salers be Partakers of' their hap- 


, 


"lt that | rofelſed Suby ar him 


D Ne, nga nf i dls 
oh c Sn ro be hamble, SEED ed heed 


meek, 
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meek, merciful, peace-makers, pure m heart, patient ; to 
lay aſide all anger, luſt, revenge, and whatſoever it is that 
troubles the World. And you read in the concluſion, 
'That the * were aft oniſhed at his dottrine, for he taught 
them as one 'havine authority, Mat. 7. 29. or, as St. Luke 
expreſſes it _ another occaſion, Luk. 4.32. his word was 
with power ; having, nodoubr, fuch effeCt, as to work theſe 
quake in many hearts; whereby their natures were 
altered; and turned intothe fimilirude of their Maſter, the 
Prince of Peace, who'inhis Life-time employed his Twelve 
Apoſtles in the fame bleſſed Work, of making Peace among 
Men; And compares themto Lambs, when he ſent theg® 
to preach in Judea ; which he tells them was to ſead. them 
among a company 'of Wolves. For Men of, ſuch Spirits 
there were then. ia that Nation ; fome of which notwith- 
fanding were converted, and brought to live with them 
In a peaceable SubjeCtion to the Goyerntnett of the Lord 


Jeſus. 
7 ITT. 


But this Work was compleated, when the 4 Ghoſt 
. came down from Heaven upon the Apoſtles on the-Day 
of Pentecoſt ; when ſome thouſands of SI s and Proſeltes + 
of ſeveral Nations were converted ; not-meerly. to | 
oa'Chrit, but to liven the. deareſt love. andkifdne Ms” 
with another. $5 you. read 'in _A#. 2. 44, 45- 74 
that believed\ (who were Three thouſand conyerted at the 
finſd Serinba atone Pong, were. together, is, lived 
| ea pete th: emma nd lice their 
ed deffrojing one another” (1s T/a6b here faith they 
uld, v.79.) but were Oo oy, and im- 
part 


eve 


- 


44 443 Ac Aud 4s. k 44 Ab 
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part to each other, as their own abilities afforded, and 
theirNeighbors necefſities required. 

And this not for a fit only, but they continued daily with 
one accord in the temple, and did eat their meat with gladneſs 
avd ſingleneſs of heart, ver. 46. that is, with Charity and 
Liberality unto others, whoſe wants called for their afi- 
ſtance. For ſoa ſingle zye lignifies, Mat. 6. 22. a chari- 
table frank diſpoſition : And accordingly ſo a ſingle heart 
is- to be here interpreted ; a Mind fee from covetous 
feliſhnef, purely bent to do good to others, and that with 
chearfulneſs : Which was the thing that gave thew favour 
with all the prople, as it there follows, ver. 44 


I'V. 
Nor was this the effe& of Chriftianity in thoſe only 
that firſt recerved it 3 but you may obſerve, the fame 
Spirit continueg-in thofe that afterwards embraced ir. 
For at the next great Converſion, which was made of 
Diſciples to Chriſt, you find that they being all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart, and: of one ſosl, AQt. 4. 32. In which 
was punCtually falfilled this Prophecy of 1/aiah : For 
though they were never {0 different in- their Principles 
and AﬀeQtions before, now they were fo reconciled and 
united, as if there had been but one Heart or Spirit in 
ſach a great 'multitnde. And it is obſervable, that this 
hange was wrought i» the holy mountain of God (as the 
ropher prediQs,ver.q.) at Jeruſalem; where the Goſpel 
was firft preached ; and had this admirable effeft in thoſe 
that entertained” it, to 'thake them confpire together - for 
their common goed, as if they had been bat one Ma. 
For none of them ſaid that ought of the things he poſſeſſes 
j | B 2 


Was 
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" was his 'own, but they had all things common (as it there 
* follows ) neither was there any among them that lacked ; 
for as many as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes ſold them, 
and brought the price of the things that were ſold, and laid 
them down at the Apoſtles. feet ; and diftribution was made 
unto every man as he had need. 


V. 

After this indeed, when the number of the Diſciples was 
multiplied (as the Text ſpeaks, 4. 6. 1.) there aroſe 4 
murmuring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their 
widows were negledted in the daily miniſtratiown. But as 

. this only Ggnifies, that in ſuch a great company of 
Chriſtians, of which the body of the Church was made - 
up, there were ſome ſo imperteQly inſtructed, that the 

_ retatned ſome partiality of Spirit , and were too muc 

inclined to favour particular Perſons, out of their near 
Relation and peculiar AﬀeQtion to them, becauſe they 
were their Country-women, born in Fades, which the 
Grecians ( though Jews ) were not : So this yery thing 
occaſioned a greater Unity, by the Prog of a ſpeedy 
-and moſt excellent remedy, which ſilenced theſe mur- 
murings for the preſent, and prevented them for the 
future. For the _ are direCted- to find out ſeven 
Perſons from among themſelves, men of honeſt report, full 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and Wiſdom ; whom he. Apoſtles. 
might appoint to attend upon this buſineſs. 

And it 1s very remarkable, that as this Propoſal pleaſed 
the whole multitude, {0 they all agreed by a common con- 
ſent, to make choice of Grecians only (as ap by their 
Names,- ver. 5.) for this gr gp: od who could not 
be ſuſpetted of any want, of tenderneſs for that party: 

; | which 


before the PR1NCE of ORANGE. 
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which had been aggrieved. And accordingly after this, 
we hear of no more complaints about ſuch matrers ; be- 
cauſe all Mens neceſſities were conſidered by theſe excel- 
lent - Perſons, with an equal reſpeQ, and fatherly care; 
to: the general fatisfaQtion both of thole who were born 
in J»des, and thoſe that were born in other Countries. ' 
And thus far you have ſeen only what concord there 
was among thoſe Jews and Proſelytes, who were converted 


to ity. 


VI. 

But now,. if we proceed to. conſider what an happy 
agreement there was among Chriſtians, when the Church 
was enlarged fo far, as to take in the whole Gentile 
World, it will conviace every one that this Prophecy 


was exaCtly fulfilled. 


I. Art the firſt opening of the door to let the Gentiles 
inco the Fold of oben it muſt. be acknowledge, os 
for a little. ſpace. there was ſome ſtrangeneſs, thou 
enmity; in the Converted Jews., unto the tle 
Chriſtians. They could not. be perſuaded to converſe 
familiarly with thee much leſs to- faliove that the Gen» 
tiles. ſho be made_Partakers. of the very _ fame ha 
neſs with t lves ; but chey would, ET ntinl FOE 
Bleſſings of the Meſſas to- their own Nation, or to.their 
be ns cherndal poſleſied with this 

The: Apoltles t es. were: poſleſled w Qpi- 
NG, by p_raſhg.of the narrownels. 2: oc 
. Mt w were y degrees.enlarged. to contain more 

of the knowledge of the Lord; For as ſoon as a. more full 
tec of the. Will aca 

tely 
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diately all their ſhineſs, in converfing with the Gentiles, 
' vanifhed ; and th moſt joyfull cloſed with them, to 
- make one Body, which edified it ſelf continually in love. 
Fhis difcovery was firſt made to St. Perer, who was 
ſent (as you read A. 10;) to preach unto Cornelivs, and 
other Gemtiles, by a Voice that came to. him from 
Heaven in a Viſion ; wherein he ſaw a/! manner of four- 
footed beaſts of the earth, and wild beafts,&c. and wamidden 
to cat of them indifferently, and no longer tro Wl that 
common which God had cleaxſed ; that is, as he afterward 
underſtood the meaning, not look upon the Gentiles as 
unclean Creatares ; who were no longer to. be avoided 


as Wolves and Leopards, and ſuch like Beaſts, but be 


made the Sheepof ri. For: the wild Beaſts as well as 
the tame, Were all com m that Sheet, which 
St. Peter ſaw in the Viſton, let down from Heaven to 
the Earth. * 

And therefore immediately upon this he went and 
preached to the Genriles ; and the: Holy Gholt falling on 
were Ba , ſtopt the month 


LEES who 


you read, Act. X31. where you find, ver.s. 
ng L contended with Perer, /qging, Thou 


'FS 


matter 

in order from the beginning (4. e. told them what- In- 
ftruftions ho tak recerrect from Heaven, «more of 
which 1/«:2h here ſpeaks of, was 

"ro hin) -rhey held rheie ſaith the 

wer." 18; a»4, tore than-thar, oloy elrifid: Goa, 


at 0. 


before the Px1ncE of OrtanGs. 
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wxto life ; chat is, they owned them for the Children of 
God as-much as themſelves, Heirs of the ſame Promiſes of 
Life and Bliſs ; and accordingly laid afide their ftrange- 
neſs, and made no difference berween themſelves and thoſe, 


whom they: had lookt upon as unclean, and utterly unke for 
their Society. 


IL.-And as the Jews were thus reconciled to the Gey- 
Hles, > were the Gexreles mo I 'may fay much more) 
reconcfled ito the Jews , though they had Anne them 
formerly as unclean Creatures: 

1. This appears from their unheard of-Charity towards 
the Jews, when they were in neceſſity ; which was the 
higheſt Proof of a dilintevefted AﬀeCtion; It would take 
vp too much. time .4&f enumerate the: places, where we 
read of the 'Colleftions which were made for the 
Chriſtians in Jwdez, in all Churches of the World which 
St. Pawb planted, who himſelf fometimes was at the pains -- 
to carry their Alms to Jeruſalem. According to an agree- 
ment made between Peter and him, when the one went 
to preach'to-the Jews, and the: other ro the:Gextiles, = 
took 6ne/another* by the Hand to confirm this 
and the only condition- was, as St-Patdtells us, - Get. *. 
10. That we would remember the poor; the ſane viich 1 alſo 
was forward ro-ds.\" 1gave-you's famous 
the Churchts of 'Macedonis;" who'xvhen they were in 
AfiCtion-themſelves, and in'deepipor CSF a/c 


—_ 
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Chriſtianity infuſed 4nt> them : Little leſs acetic 
than if one ſhould ſee an hungry-Lyon or Wolf become 
1o tan and tender-hearted, as to feed: a feeble Lamb. 
For they were extremely poor themſelves; and yet con- 
tributed to the more zoo 2 neceſſities of their unknown 
Brethren. Unto whom they not only made-a free-wil- 
ling Offering, of their own accord, and with «bundance of 
joy, but be eeched the A poſtle to receive it, and that with 
much earneſtneſs; as if it [bad been a favour to be adnut- 
ted to give help to others: The greateſt benefit tfthem- 
ſelves to be beneficial to their Brethren. 

2. Beſides this, their Hoſpitality was wonderful ; which 
 conliſted in receiving Strangers, whom they never ſaw be- 
fore, when they had occaſion jon to travel fr rom one.Coun- 


try to-another, Row. 12.13. If they brought Teſtimo- ' 


nials alon with them, that they were Chriſtians, they 
were” freely entertained in "Foreign Parts ; and there pro- 
vided for, - as -Members of the ſame Body, with that 
Church: to which they came : Who did not look yu tp 
them - as + Strangers , | but as Friends ; 

treated winht all —_ kindneſs. . This, no- ay nv x 


prod: eo ned adrrong Romict6. 


I, 2. Where 
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where Phebe it appears was fuch a ; 4 Servant of 
the Church of Cenchres; i. e. one who miniltred there to 
the Sick, and to the Poor, and had ſaccoured many, even 

St. Paul himſelf, as he there acknowledges to her great 
honour. For the word he uſes ſignifies more than a meer 
Succonrer or Helper : No leſs than a Patroneſs of him and 
others, whom e had i ia a generous manngp entertained 
out of her own Eftace ; and re upon that accouat is 
recommended by him to NOR orb Roman 
Chriſtians. 

4. There were whole Colleges of - pious Widows 
wh devoted themſelves to ſuch Services, as thoſe _ 
tioned in 1 Tim. 5. 10. brimging up children, lodging 
gers, waſbirg the Saints feet, relieving the afflicte "_d 
diligently following every good work. Whuch kjadneſſes were 

re forty wato thoſe xyho were baniſhed their 
own poaty hx rr ordeſpoiled of their Goods, and loſt their 
Friends, for Religion ſake. Unto whom the Promiſe of 
our Saviour was, - by this means, literally made 
Mark 10. 29, 30. Verily 1 fay-unto you, there is no man that 
bath left houſe, or brethren, or fiſters, or Dow ke: or mother,&c. 
for my ſake and the goſpels, be oak ecvice ab banker 
fold now in this time, honſes, and brethren, and fifters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands with perſecutions ; _ - 
the world to come- eternal life. For every 
their own Cupany gen every Man's FR emmetakelr 
ſervice ; for ev EOS Saviour's ac- 
count, they had inks to which they. n - 
reſort; _ For- 'Chriſtian's Houſe, was their Hou 
to- Chriſt, was a Brother, and 
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\ And thus the words of 1/4:44 were exaQtly fulfilled als; : 
that People between whom there ;had been anciently the 
greateſt or rather antipathy, were now brought 
to ſuch a familiarity, that wherelever they met they dwelt 

r in one another's Houſes ;| and there received ſuch 

welcom, as if they had been Domeſticks, born 

ind © Han upan that Family, which' they had never ſeen 

wb mi_e the Golpel was marvelloully 

enrol mp rare od Julian himlelf ; who takes 

notice Cn this entertaining ſtrangers, as a molt obliging Ver- 

tae; wherein Chriſtians quits out-did Heathegs (who pra- 

ac < "iy fuch thing) andgain'd ground upon them every 
rc. 


THE.-It muſt: be confelled indook, that after God had 
thus opened the our of faith 0.the Gentiles ates 
writes, 14. 27.) there didariſea Controverſiez w 
f.ime dftebe che prac xd ie of hol Churches, 

nab pals: he Wiklom and errors ofthe paſts? 

C & in 
EILEEN : Ik 7 
knowiledg of theGol 1(which ble now, 
becaule- apr _ e on there was: 00 
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ſhould be brought about, by uniting all Natians i in the 
Moſaics! Religion. Thus Maimoxziges cxpounds the words 
of this cs 5p as if by the Lyons eating ſtream like an Oxe 
_ wy Ver b allowing —_ Text) were —_—_ m_ Gentiles 
z 4s 

Fom al Noe Cres Cres rk by the Law of Moſes, 

as ods oc 
Abourt ſuch matters as thele Paul and Barnabas had no 
ſmall diſſenfion and diſputation with thew, ver, 2. that is, 
laboyred to.conyince them (as we find by many Arguments 
he uſes ia his Epiſtles) that all the World was to be made 
one ; not by the obſerving their Law, but by the aboliſh» 
ing it; becauſe it was, in truth, a Wall of Partition and 
Separation-between them —_— Nations, Of which 


they could han papular Errors 
Og Ep 000 ow; unit ws ent th 
C yrronc habe he -rron Hearts 
ET Yer Oe 
retazned it ; 2 a partial j remaining 1A 
- them, ſtifly a Far go be 7p oc 
nf mlb ny a Ae NE IIIT or 
be ſhuc RANEIRELS : 
Wb A on Me they info owe of th 
Gentile Churches ; though theſe things following were 


mot eyident, 

" Firſt, That the Law of Moſes was given to thas ane 
Nation alane ; and to be the Law of that one Land and 
Country only, and no ther 3; and this, to keep them from 
the trous Cuſtoms of the Peaple raund about them. 
All this is apparent fromthe Law-it elf, where you .cead, 
that, Cireunwcifiex . ( that great Mark ):\was 
eſtabliſhed to be obſerved by "by Argon and hx forh, Gather | 
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generations, Gen. 16. 7, 9. and that” other Laws are ap- 
inted, a Statute throughout their generations, Levit.7.36. 
& 24: 3- And this only in that particular Land or Coun- 
try, Deut. 4. 5. I have taught you ftatutes and- judements, 
that ye ſhould doſo in THE LAND mhither you go to 
poſſeſs #. And again, wer. £4. The Lord commanded me 
at that time to teach you ſtatutes and judgements, that ye 
wight do them in THE LAN D whither ye goto poſſeſs it. 
And for thisend alone, that they might be « holy people to 
him, that- is, ſeparated from other Nations,and thereby pre- 
ſerved from their wicked Cuſtorns. The places that men- 
. tion this are ſo obvious, that I need not recite any of them : 
And'it is apparent enough from thoſe now named, that all 
Nations were not concerned in thoſe Laws, but only the 
Jews ; and” they; only in zhe land of Cantan, not in other 
Countries 3” where they could not keep -them.- As the 
Jews themſelves find by experience at this day, in the 
ſeveral Countries where they are diſperſed ; in which they 
cannot obſerve-all the Laws and Cuſtoms, which they 
were bound tooblerve there. © A... 
- Secondl,\ And indeed it is impoſſible, thatall thoſe 
Laws ſhould be obſerved hy the whole Genrile World, or 
'by any that live-in C es much diſtant from Jude. 
or how ſhould they go up three times a year to worſhip 
at Jeruſalem ( as all the Males. among the Fews wete 
bound) who live fo far off from thence, that it would 
require a whole Year to make one V oyage thither ?. And 
how ſhould Women for their parificatron after Child-birth, 
and Lepers for their c/ea»ſing," bring their Offering unto 
| wy th be preſented by” hitn ar the A - #ayrr 
*navle' of "the congregation, Livit. 12. '14- Such things 
A eee ſhes the Law- of Moſes was 
: | k local ; 
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local ; that is, determined to: a particular Country. 
Thirdly, But if it were poſſible to: obſerve that. Law, 
yet it would be unneceſſary ; becauſe the reaſon of it. is 
ceaſed by the coming of. Chriſt : Who having aboliſhed 
that Idolatry which occaſtoned the Law, mighr very well 
aboliſh the Law it ſelf ; whoſe end was to keep them from 
the Manners of thoſe Nations which are now deftroyed. 

Fourthly and laftly, It was far more. reaſonable, that one 

Nation d conform to: the Common Law of all the 
World, than: that .all the World: ſhould:be conſtrained to 
conform to the: Law of one Nation. Eſpecially fince their 
Law was Arbitrary, GR wholly on the Will of the 
Law-giver, : having no natural goodneſs in its. Precepts : 
But Laws of Chriſt are little-elſe, [thang the. plain 
diftates of reformed Nature; ſuchas all Mankind, if the 
were themſelves, would chuſe. to obſerve, though Chri 
had not given them. | 
_.c. Such Reaſons. as theſe, no doubt, ſatisfied the wiſeſt and 
beſt Chriſtians ; and as forthe reſt,cthe Apoſtles took an ad- 
mirable courſe to compoſe the differencestliey; had made 
in the Church, by .that- maſt . prudent Decree: which we 
read inthe ſame 42. 15.. 20,.28, 29: That the Gerrites, 
to maintain Peace and Unity with the Jews, ſhould for the 

a2 pt wang from. a ne ID were moſt offen- 
{iveto , particularly eati, and. things ftrangled : 
Which - was no great abridgmens of (their cate 
therefore the Gemtiles cheartully conſented to it, becauſe 
they ſaw it would be an effeQual means to ſettle them in 

ietnels and Peace. | 

. For this Decree being firſt ſent to. the Chriſtians of 4»- 
tioch, where the Controverſie: began, they rejoyced:for the 
conſolation,. ver. 31. - And being: afterward delivered to 
every 
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every Church dt the Apoſtles travelled to _ the 
Goſpel ; So were the Churches eft abliſhed in the faith, and en- 
creaſed in uumber daily, AQ. 16. 4, 5. that is, they were 
{crled in the right . ief, that none of thoſe things were 
which the Jaor uegadtben to obſerve (ſave only 
for Peace ſake) and by that means a. great many other Grw- 
tiles,fanding no ſuch burthen ſhould be laid upon them, came 
and joyned themſelves to the Chriſtian Sociery. 
It is true, ſome of the Fews made a 
we may gueſs from ſome in St.PauPs Epiſtles: But 
they were dreadfully con by the of the 
Temple, and whole Commonwealth of the Jews ; which 
made it impoſſible for them to-obſerve all the' Rites and 
Cuſtoms for which- they contended, though they were j 
Jude; and laid this Controverſie aſleep, yew don 
among the Grnt#les, for ever..- | 
You will ſay, perhaps, that other Queſtions and Diffe. 
felled, tha chart roars 1—oac—wlagwenur gry cn 
an» 
urd Men, who taught perverſe ings j 
and in ay" [ Thar afyer their deceaſe, 
wasld exter in the, bro Igpt qo re ata 
But Rill, by their main body of 
the Flack of Chriſt Wwere- fe in pete Peace and Quiet, 
or differed more'infore Opjaions, their AﬀeRtions t 
And afren-their.. 'out! pe Ti this World+,". they fo 
continued, under 'the'condutt of Apoſtolical Men ; who 
watched over 15 wars _ fuch diligence wn rout" chat bs 
Wotves little hurt ; all that Sophiſtry 
baffled by them, wherewich thoſe peſtilent A Lee cs 
ſame.weak Minds,and drew mare emerev (caſeleſs Here- 


| . fies. For, as St. Paul fays to the Theſſalonians , __ 
| c 
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needleſs to write to them touchingBrotherly Love; becauſe 
they nas were taught of God to love oxe avother,x The ﬀſ. 
4- 9+ {9 it is reaſonable to preſume the: ſame of the gene- 
rality of: al} other Chriſtians in thoſe days. And 1m the 
we 0. Ages, their Love, as I. abſerved before" not. - 
ſome Sets among them, was {o notorious, 5 
__ it (et 4 mark wpon them {as Tertullian ſpeaks). and made ao | 
the Heathen ſay, See how they love one another. For the © 39 
Heathen were not more prone. / kill thoſe whom they ha- 
ted,than the Chriſtians were to lay down their own Lives, 
for to {ave their Brethres, - So they called one another, as 
he ſays, in his days, -having all one Father, being bore 
again in one laver of Regeneration ; and drinking of one 
Spirit of Holineſs (as his words arg) which inſpired them 
with ſuch Charity, [that they: were kindly affe&ioned 
towards the melt. froward vih People ; -and, as 
St. Auſtin tells the Donetiſfts,, w they would or. no, 
lookt upon them as their Brethren, __ | 
Thus, I may preſinne, I have ſufficiently proved, how 
aceable and quiet the Kingdom of Chriſt was;- when he 


—— 
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take ſuch a care of cach others Welfare, 
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ac laſt there was ſuch a foul Apoſtaſie 'as we now Ge in 
rhe: Church of Rome. Where great numbers of Chriftiens 
are become Wolves, Leopards and Tygers again ; who, 
for many Apes, have ravagedand devoured the harinleſfs 
. Lambs of Je us Chriſt. For a moſt 7 Cruelty entred 
into the Church, together with a Ignorance ; 
according to the Obſervation of the Pſalmift (which will 
ever be _ The —$ gp of the earth are full of the habs- 
r ations of craelt | 
For- the <td Th Thee Hhaeal Years and more, there 
was not the leaft ſign of a- perſecuting- Spirit ; though 
there were ſuch horrid Opinions then vented, as have 
not been heard of 'in theſe later' times. But Chriſtians, 
being then wholly unacquainted with Force and V jolence 
one towards another,” beat them down' with Spiritual 
Weapons ; |by- which they maintained the Faith of Chriſt 
ia ſincerity, I a' glorious Viftory over thoſe mon- 
ſtrous Herefies. Impoſitions. upon Mens Underſtand- 
ings, and forcing their Belief, or at leaſt the Profeſſion of 
 Articlesof Faith by-infliting co Puniſhments merely 
For falſe Opinions, came' in with- the Retinue and Train 
of Antichriſt; 'that is, crept into the Church,” as other 
Abuſes and Corruptions did, when- the firſt warmths of 
many wi were abated, 2nd the charity of any was waxed 
*- *But 8s'this- was forersld by our bleſſed Saviour and 
- his: Apoſtles,” ſo-they aſſure us, That the-lofry Pretences 
of this Apoſtate Church ſhall one day be thrown down : 
And'that- with-the 'DeſtruQtion of this þ cen Babylon, 
the- —_— World ſhall-be renewed: 4 mew Jeruſalem 
uigy of Ace heves''Gas Be. Toki Gb, Rev. 21 
up apr 6 roo of 'God fball be 'with men, ke 
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will dwell with them, &Cc. and God ſball wipe away all tears 
from their eyes ; and there ſhall be no more death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying ( or bawling, as the word lignifies) 
neither ſhall there be any more pain (or toil rather, and 

) for the yy things are done away ; that is, 
Od and Crue _ ſhall be Strangers to this Church; 
rh ſhall be no haleing Men to the Stake ; no Ia- 
menting over thoſe that are butchered ; no bawling, 
Away with them , they-are not worthy to live; no 
condemning Men to the Gallies ; no painful t 
at the Oars, and ſuch like Barbarities: But Chri 
ſhall live at caſe, and be fo kind one to another, the 
Char ir in we wk, former reps tc mutual 
Charity ; for, in one word, former things, ſuch as we 
now fee, ſhall be ſo baniſhed from the C 1 World, 
that they ſhall be known only by hear-ſay. 

I cannot now further upon becauſe I 
have.one thing more to add for the Expliction of this 


P - which as it will anſwer the moſt literal ſenſe 


” a | 


of .1t, {0 is very {uitable to the preſent ſeaſon. 
IV. 


ens T told you, 'in the begining 
have- us underſtand by ver 


roller op 


i= and Ys &c. the very ' Beaſts that bear 


Names : which in the days of Chriſt they fanſy 
ſhall become tame, and made-as gentle and 


- a5; thoſe we 'call Oxi,” Calves and Lambs, "There is 
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believe, unleſs we ſhew him when this was done : I think 
x is not difficulttogive him ſatisfaQtion. 

For St. Mark tells us, That when our bleſſed Saviour 
was in the Wilderneſs ferty days tempted of the Devil 
(of which St. Mathew gives us a larger Account: in the 
Goſpel for this day) he was with the wild Beafts, and the 
Angels miniftred uvto him , Mark 1. 13. The Devil, 
that is, attempted to affright him with fuch terrible Crea- 
tures, as the Lyons, Wolves, and Tygers; which are 
procdy of Man's Fleſh, as well as of other Creatures: 

none. of theſt had any power to annoy him. Quite 
contrary, they all lickt his Feet (as 1 may fpeak) 
were. as: innocent ' and ' as gentle as the Lambs. 
For that muſt be the fenſe of rheſe words [He was 'with 


the wild. Beaſts) he agg rh the midſt of them ; and that 
without any harmatall yr on 2smild in his prefence, 
as thoie we count the 

En. this. the. power of our rr a pw 10 -difiores 
it ſelf. to the Devil ; bald wich the Lond Ke 
fulflled in hum, The Wolf i AM 


bn from eſowy another Ways = 


rages 


our Saviour on would whe be anbcleach, by this 


fence C 
Rrange things: withour the Gre n 


be: oy gh. 
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Scripture might {ce n to encourage toit,oven that'very Scri» 
pture which I now named. 

Accordingly the Devil takes our Saviour into the holy 
City, and fcts him on a Pinnacle of the Tempke, and 
fauth, If thou be the San of God, caſt thy ſelf down; 
for it is written, He ſhall grve his Angels charge concern+ 
ing thee ; and in their bands they ſhall bear thee up, lefl 
at any time thou nu wa foot againſt « ſtone, Mat. 4. 6. 
If you enquire where this zs written, the Anſwer to it 
will acquaint you, with a thing very remarkable, For 
it. 1s written 1 the fame Palm , 'where you find the 
other words I 'now alledged, Thou ſhalt tread wpon the 
Lyon and the Adder, &c. and, the truch is, goes imme- 
diately before them in this manner , For he ſbell give 
his Angels charge over thee, to keep thee in. of thy ways; 
they ſhall bear thee up is their hands, left tho daſh thy 
feot againſt « ffoue, Thou fbalt tread upon the Lyos and 


Adaer , the young Lyon and the Dragow ſhalt thou trample 


under thy feet. Now they. being. thus connefted and 
knit. together, our Saviour durſt noe ſeparate them ,as 
Mea, . ua theſe days, are bold to do. with the 
ak apa Which he underſtood ſo 
could not be cheared with. the Devil 
he knew the P/abzif was to be thus 


: 


| (a5 at poar 
eminent Divine, of ours hath long:ago. obſerved) Thar Tack 
the Angels ſbould keep him if he rad apon 4 Lyon wi 


X 
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ax Adaer as they came in his way | is the Wilderneſs} 
as well as bear him wp, \that he ſhould not 4 fþ bis foot 
x F a flone. Ando they did ; for the Angels mini- 


re ao. to, | while he. was with the wild Beaſts; 
on whom if he. had. trod, it had been no tempting 
of God ; becauſe he had promiſed to ſend his Angels. 
Wh. D 2 ro 
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to- guard him from harm in that ation. But they had 
no ſuch Commiſſion, that he could find, to keep him if 
he caſt himſel/ headlong from the pinnacle of the temple : 
For it was no part of his way, as it was to be ix the Wil- 
derxeſs, whither the Spirit carried him. Nor was it a 
thing included in this Promiſe, which ſignifies only thus 
much, That all Creatures ſhould be tent unto him ; 
and though never ſo fierce and virulent in their own 
nature, uld loſe their Power and their Poiſon in. his 
preſence. - - : | 
Thus, I think, the words of 1/azah were irithe moſt 
kteral ſenſe of them, made good to the full. | 
And it may be obſervable, perhaps, that as this Pro- 
hecy in my Text iminediately follows a PrediQtion, 
hat Chriſt, the branch of the ſtock of Feſſe, ſhould be 
filled with the Spirit, ver. 2, 3. The ſpirit of the Lord 
ſhall reft upon him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and ander ſtanding, 
the fpirit of counſel,, &c. So our Saviour's being with p, 
wild Beaſts, iramediately followed after the defcent of the 
_ Holy vn i okay at his Baptiſm ; as the three firſt 
Evangeliſts tell us, who write about this pag + parts 
eularly St; Mark in the place ' before named, faith; Imme- 
diately the ſpirit driveth him into the wilderneſs; that is, 
* as ſoon as ever he was Baptized, and the ; 8. ori 
with a Voice fromy Heaven, was' come down upon: him, 
he was kd by ' the Spirit into defart places, and there 
be was with the wild Beaſts, Mark 1.12;13. And then 
came to pals. what 1/aiah had foretold, 'Fhat there was. 
no difference berween a Lyow and a Lemb, a Leopard 
and .a Kyjd, an 4/p and a ſweking Child ; but they were 
W alike fubjeQt to our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
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There is one Objettion that may be made againſt whas 
T have ſaid ; whieh ſeems to lye. againſt rhe wery in- 
tention of our Saviour ; Which was not, may ſome fanſy,. 
to make. Peace in the World ; but he himſelf faith, 
I came not to ſend peace, but a ſword ; 1 am come to ſet 
4 man at variance againſt his father, and the' daughter 
againſt her pron walls Mit. 10. 34, 35, 36. Or as 
St. Luke's words are, Luk, 12. 51. Suppoſe ye that 1 am 
come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay, but rather 
divifon, This I thought good to mention ; though ſuch 
» I hope, are now ſo well underſtood , that a 

ſhort Anſwer will ſerve to it. For, 


*- Firſt, It is evident from plainer places, "That our Lord 
did come to ſend Peace; and he was not ſo weak as to 
contradi& himſelf, What can be plainer than thoſe words. 
, of his, Peace T leave with you, my peace I give, or com- 

mend, wxto you ? Joh. 14. 27. 

; Secondly, And 'on -the other fide-it is as manifeſt, He * 
intended nothing leſs than to bring. a Sword, and to- 
make War ;: For he forbad his Diſciples to take the Sword; 
ONNEES them ro pray for thew. Enemies, not to 

ill them. Haas. 

- Thirdly, "Therefore , he cannot be thought to. ſpeak 
of his intention (when he ſaith, 1 came 10 ſexd-a. ſword,. 
or divifios). but of the event of. his- ing by. accident. 
Juſt as we ſay, when we give a Friend &; Viſit. out of 
meer kindneſs, 1 aw come to: trouble you: Not that we 
deſign any trouble to him;. but are afraid ir may prove 
fo, at thas ime, if he; be otherwiſe engaged. In like 
manner doth our Saviour fay,. he catne. ro, bring a won 


= 
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and to' make variance : Not becauſe he would have it fo, 
but becaute he foreſaw many Men were ſo much in- 
clined another way , and ſo ſtrongly engaged in orber 
Perſuaſions, rhat:they would nor only ofa his Religion, 
but quarrel with them that received it. 


This was the diviſiea he ſpealcs of : They who did not 
become: Chriſtians , he knew, would hate and malign 
thoſe that did-; and that a great deal more, than if they. 
| had remained: ftifl Heathens or Jews: - Which was aot. 
thedrift or theefſe&t of his Dottrine ; bur proceeded from 
. their ignorance of it 3 by refuſing to eritertain it ; nay, 
wilfully ſhutting their e A te againſt that light of Divine 
we ni Prg ; which F/ the earth, as the waters cover 
the fea | 03's 4 
To be brief”: 'Tlis-only y. proves what I diſcourſed in 
the former Sermon, That Mankind mult uſe their Grncere 
—_— to make themſelves happy, through the know- 

e of Jeſus Chriſt; or elſe they may become more 
able by that very means. | The 'buſinefs will. nat.do 

of & Ralf "Far we: muſt contribute our pains and hbour 
to bring" it about;- by 'a | faithful amprovement pe ox 
means which God affords vs of Knowledge and ' of 


oj Prophet, i ſhew'd ow, explains his nm mmean- 
ag} \ahd\{@.the ſober | Jews themleives oneerſtend him ; 
rly  Mwenides, 'who faw very well, that if he. 
ad motogp 4 ap he thould have been in danger to be 
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what he intended and engaged, to effeft that Ble(ling for 
them. Read Jer. 32. 37, 39. where he promiles togive 
them one heart, and one way; and {© he did, by dilpo- 
fing things in fuch a manner at their return from Beby- 


lon, as to take away the cauſes of: all their differences. 


And yet they ſtill continued at odds, as much: as ever ; 
becauſe they did not receive that heart which he gave 
them; by diſpofing themſelves to make a good uſe of his 
wonderful Providence ; which ordered: all -things ro con- 
car, ' for the making a bleſſed accord-among them. | 
"Which that it may not prove our own' cafe , let us 
ferioufly conſider, that Chriſt - will not abfolately force 
his Favours upon us ; for that's direly contrary both to 
the Goſpel, and to the Law' of the Jews-alſo:'! Which 
s to beltow 
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. violent, like Lyons and Tygers, by being under diſcipline, 
but not ſubdued by.it. 

For when Mea hold the truth of God in unrighteouſweſs, 
. he delivers them up to-a reprobate mind ; . ſo that they 
become - not mere. Beaſts, = worſe than Beaſts ; for 
Beaſts do.not a ſuch things, as the Apoſtle there ſays 
ſome; Men committed, Rom. 1. 18, 26, 27, 4c. Bea 
follow the uſe. of Nature, and are generally favourable . 
to thoſe of: the ſame kind with . themſelves : But they 
who peryert the Kaowledge: of God, forſake, in- time, 
the natural: uſe, and,. as. the Proverb is, . One Man becomes 
a Wolf to another Man: Nay, according to another ancient 
Saying, ihy become Jemey Devils one to another ; to vex 
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Wreſt this hecy out of the hands of the 
who will not belivvs Cm Is xg" Wn 7 te 
Apoſtles , concerning the Unity © s- Diſcip 
ae let them now ſee ſuch Unity among us 3 by 
the Change of. our fierce and violent Natures, into a 
Lamb-like Diſpoſition. Confute all their Objeftions ; and 
leave them not the ſhadow of an Argument againſt our 
Religion. Convince them that Jeſ#s 1 the Chriſt, by the 
Innocence and Unblamableneſs of your Lives; by your 
Love and Charity 3 by ſubduing all your unruly Appetites 
and Deſires 3 by taming your furious 'and.- al, alto 
Paſſions; by purging our y peep ha pet wer Gall, —— 
ger, Malice, and : Tore? bore 
the ſuckin Chitd, of which Iſaiah here peaks: 
Guile, without Ambion Covetoulſneſs, Pride. 
Hatred, or any other 5 whereby the World 'is 
now miſerably divided and di 
In ſhort, You muſt be hke httle Children in all thin 
but only i underſtanding : for therein, you mult be Mer 
as the Apoſtle inſtructs you, 1 Se X1V. 20. Brethrey, 
be not children in : hambeit, in malice be ye 
children; but in anding Ge wen. And truly, that's 
the way to be like n is malice (that.js, to have 
none at all) i» underſtanding to be Men. For the more 
thorowly we — the Will of God in Chriſt eſa, the 
more = Ye" peaceable, as well as juſt and. pure-we 
e ſhall make x our Buſines to do,good to 
all, 7 oy loot in no. not to our Enemies, and fixch 
as do hurt to us. And therefore fill your Minds with a 
folid. Knowledge of your Duty,. and not with Notions 
_ ec 3 which ſerve. only for 
Wo and Diſpures. 
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._ There is a Knowledge, I muſt here 'mind you, which 
will hinder-the fulfilling of: this Prophecy ; for it makes 
Men fall out and quarrel one with another 3 nay, hate 
all thoſe who are not of their. Mind and Way. ' But 
this is not the Knowledge of the Lord : which as it is the 
Wiſdom: that is pure, the Knowledge: of the Holy ; ſoit 
is the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, the Way of Peace. ' For'it is 
the Knowledge of. God's great Love to us in Chrift Je- 
ſw 3 and. the Knowledge of that Love and Obedience 
we owe to him 3. and of that extraordinary Kindneſs 
we ought+to- have. one for another. - - ; © 
.. Jn this Knowledge let us grow and increaſe daily ; 
and not be like to: thoſe of whom St. Pax! complains ; 
who doted about Queſtions, and ſtrifes of Words, whereof 
cometh Envy, Strife, Railing, evil Surmiſings, &c. T.'Tim. 
vi.4-. I'take it to be very remarkable, that the Apo- 
{tle cautions T7mothy frve or fix times againſt this wrang- 
ing Religion: which ſpent its time in Queſtions, Doabts, | 
and Arguings, about. many uſeleſs Notions ; that tended 
ro noting -but to fill Mens Minds with a falſe Opinion 
of Knowledge, .and- to embroil! the Church with Di- 
ſputes. that could . never. be determined; or, if they 
could, .it was never the more edified thereby either in 
Faith or Piety. He begins with this Charge, I. Tim. i: 4. Wi 
Not to give heed to Fables, and endleſs Genealogies, which 
miniſter: Queſtions, rather than godly edifying, which is in 
Faith. The critical Notion of which Words, Poe mo 
. and Genealogies} is not to be expetted in this Difcourſe : 
It- is = agg _ wth that he _— by Fables not 
onily falſe an | Relations, which rety upon no 
_—_ ation, but ſuch as were idle alſo, if they 
had been trvez becauſe they ſerved for nothing but = 
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' fill Mens Minds with unprofitable —_— and to keep 

out better Things.” * Which was the fault alſo of that 
endleſs Pains, which the falſe Apoſtles" took to derive 
their Pedigree from the ancient Patriarchs (which per- 
haps ray be, meant by Newnan ren For'they neither 
made Men a jot wiſer, nor'more holy ; neither improv'd 
' their Minds, nor reformed their Wills and 1005 :. 
Which'is the great thing that the Goſpel , as he 
ſhews in the following Words (where he tells what kind 
of Knowledge we ſhould: enquire after) the end of the 
Commandment, i. e. the Deſign of the Goſpel, is Charity, 
the Love of God and of -out- Neighbour 3 which ſprings 
out of a pure Heart , parged from all fenſual Aﬀections 
and Paſſions , and- 4 good Conſtiente, that 'ainis only at 
nr. ory Mon of offence towards' God and* Man; 
which ariſes out of Faith * wnfeipned; that is, a fmcere 
Belief of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

To the ſame effe& he admoniſhes him again, iv, 7. 
Refuſe © profane” and old wives | Fables, and exerciſe thy 
ſelf rather unto Godliveſs : Whete' it-is evident he ſpeaks 

ſuch Diſcourſes, 'as not-only buſied” Mens Minds to 
no/ purpoſe z but hindred them from' being better im- 
ployed, in ſerviceabte Aﬀions of Piety ,. Mercy , and 
other Chriſtian Vertues.” | ; 

"An as in theſe two Places : he oppoſes Piety to' this 
ſorr- of Knowledge, fo he doth in a #5ird, which I be- 
fore named, vi. 3,4, 5. where 'he deſcribes thoſe who 
doted- abont- Que itions and Strifes of Words, as Men that 
conſented not to wholeſom Words,” even the Words of our 
Lord Jeſus, aud *to'the DoGrine which is according nats 
Godt rely, F345 | | en EUN + 
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Which he repeats again, when be writes a ſecond time 
to him, in the next Epiſtle, ii. 22, 23. Flee youthful 
Laſts ; but follow Rz brcouſoe neſs, ' Faith, Charity, Peace, with 
them that tall 'on the Lor out of 4 pure Heart. . But 
Jr, and  wnlearned Queſtions avoid, knowing that they 

ſtrifes. * And the Servant" of the Lord, muſt not 
mou 5 but be gentle unto all men, Ec. 

IP which you ſee, that this is a Knowledge rather to 

be - rooted out , than p ted and cheriſhed : though, 
alas{ it. hath been fo di y/caltivated, that-it hath: 
c_ ring Knowledge of « the pgs cover the Sea : Aa, 

Know E s. Grrif ought to Ec 

he World bath PE Queſtions, and Con- 
endl -and Men havet whe fo 1 i wiſe, when 
they had learnt to argue payne pinch them. On 
this they have ſet their Hearts 32s if. it were: all Relj- 
gion, or the moſt conſiderable part thereof. BY to what 
ezid do we contend (as Erefone: honeftly gloſſe pon the 
firſt of theſe Places, I. Tim.-i. 6.) whether _ be a Pri 
vation only,. or « Spot which bn, to the. Soul 2. Let this 
grracudy Miglobna "a Divine , to perſuade all Mex to 
io eſo Ages, whether 
that Grace with which =ilk 2 and. yk, xs, be. the 
po with that, wherewith we aw bn, py ny ug it 
created, or increated £ us our 

Ft urges that hy pure Prayers, by Innocence of 

pious Ations, we may obtain the Favonr of God, to 

bis Grace. upon us end, what it 
+ tht ſpe 
them 
0n5- Fob thaphv can be Three, when t 
How tuuch more f efivens would it be, by 
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deauonr, that we may pionſly and bolily worſs p and. adore 
that TRINITY, roſe Mateſt ge Conte and by 
Concord and Agreement expreſs, of ſp | their in- 
ble Concord : (la at length we admitted into 
rr Bleſſed Fellowſhip for ever? Ss 
"This indeed is a. Contention Rt wonky of Chyiſti- 
ans, to. ſtrive who ſhall have moſt Charity 3 —_ be the - 
6ewergel to come to an aticable Agreement, and 
make a friend! =_ End of all their Differences. - In; this 
we are [truly Followers ,' or Imitators, of God. whoſe 
great Deſign in ſending his Son, with- the Goſpel of his - 
| Grace to-us, was to reconcile us unto-himſelt, and. one 
unto another. If both be not wrought, neither of them 
is:-nor--is it poſlible for ns'to-ſee. ha days, unleſs 
pork on Accord, among us : In order to-which, we 
other things, avoid that contentious and 
os ort of-Knowledge 3. by which Men loſe not 
only their ir Cri but, too often, their Faith alſo; and 
_ diſpme themſelyes into Irreligion. 
s necefiary a Caution, that the 
obſerve, mentions it -once' more, in. the. concluſion - 4 
his firſt Epiſtle to- Tevothy, vi. 20, 22. 0 Tinothy, keep 
# --cammitted to thy truſt '(the (2) com —__ 
to Gods before "4 
e! une a 


cording. 
b F,* 
ET Tei 

he ay ſelv Vain s 
and Oppo, in omruddg one — or Big 


he + gong Og opiongy 3d game, wet 
me the- fold Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and of our 
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Guitian Duty, not only bs: our Minds, bur 1 in our Hearts. 
Which will give us ſuch fatisfation,: that we ſhall not 
be willing to- have it diſturbed by 7 py Dior, oP 
Contentions, -and fierce Conflifts th a 
0 J we be us 
meek and quiet as 5, though of never fiich' diffe. 
rent Opinions 3 .and -have nonking at all of the Wolf ih” 
us, leſt if we bite and devour vne another, we be confuned 
"Or pri Oppolai 4- Conteſts indeed are of 

Our ons an 4n are of ' 
another ſort, than thoſe inthe Apoſtles Tiines: but t they: 
have the ſame all Effect, to- hinder better things 3 eſpe- 
cially: that Thankfulneſs we-ought to have for od $ Be- 
nefits, and.that |Chriſtian-Unity: and-Concord, for which 
all-good:Menwiſh, and in thar ſeveral ways endeavour. 
Give me. leave therefore, - with reſpe&'td_ our preſent 
Circumſtances, - to ſuggeſt a tew things, which may help 
to.lead usintothe way of Peace. 


Beſides the Rnoninge of the Nature of God, andof . 
p Lach iawe Chriſt u5,"and-of the Nature of Religion, 
elpecially of ity, and the-principal Dodrines of 


It;, parent [thoſe two t Commandments, of lo- 
ving-God above/all thi > and onr Neighbour as our 
- ſelves: it might..do-us ſervice, if we would Ja- 
noubapg ur. riine = better 3: and tO" 
Natxre of Things 5 and refle&t ntly Fas 
ledge we have of _ Times. _ theſe Three. 

- -&: Furſt; The e of 'our ſelves' would teach 
us. Thax Men do-noe- r-more in-their LOS 
than. they do-in the. Frame: contri gre roars 

And therefore we maſt nor'{pend' on ig 
all Men think alike 3 for it is impoſlible-to to be _— 

. But 
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But while we differ -jn our Thoughts, the Knowledge 
of our felves would: ſoon make us ſenſible, we are not 
fach conſiderable 'Creatnres, that it becomes us to be 
confident in the Opimions, wherein we claſh one agamſt 
another. If we be, we ſhould confider, that others 
may think they have as great reaſon'to be confiderit"in 
thar Perſuaſion, as we are in ours':7 andthat-they differ 
no farther from us, than we do from them: *and there- 
fore, why ſhould we not bear one with another, . which 
is the way-of Peace, when Friends cannot agree ? Nay, 
' why ſhould we not entirely love one another, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch Differences ?- Since' there' is no more” rea- 
fon for our hating them, than-there is for-their hatin 
us : the Oppoſitian being equal on both ſides. -For ju 
fo much as they are- againſt us, we are againſt them : 
and there'1s no more we have to, bear withal' in them, 
than they have to bear withal in us.” 

© I. Secondly, If we underftood the Nature of Things x 
little better, we ſhould the ſooner agree to this. For 
we. ſhould find, that ſome Things are of very great 
difficulty; about which there will. be ever fuch variety 
of Judgment, that: it is-not becoming” any of -us to be 
to0” confident. All Things Aikewife”are- not of equaE 
motnent 3 and therefore we ought to make a difference, 
and not-'\contend  for- every thing alike. - There are 
Things: alfo-out of - our way, which belong not property 


to- our * 

Mar muſt” be "believed in his own| Art: | 1n Matters of 

Law, Dzvines have as much reaſon to relie upon good 

Lawyers 3'"as Lawyers have in Matters .of Religion, to 

relic upon good  Divines : Not with an abſolute Reſig- 

nation, "bat 'with a madeft *Deference to*their Judg- 
a ANON | ment 
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ment. 1n PIGS own' Pacuitics If able Men of cither 


Faculty be of different Judgments ,' that's a Reaſon to 
be moderate in our Opinions, and in our . Cenſures, and 
in all our Behaviour : and not to judge ill, much lef 
ſpeak ill-of thoſe that differ from us; in things wherein 
the wiſeſt Men are not agreed. 

To ſpeak freely, the, things that at preſent diſtradt us, 
are-cither- our Concerns as' we are Chriſtiaxs,. or as we © 
are Exgliſbmen : qur Eccleſraſtical, or our Civil Differen- 
ces, Now, as to the former, there is ſuch a Dif 
tion on ene {ide to. yield. to the weaknels of their 
thren 5; that if they, on the other fide, will be Gatisfied 


* Without breaking the very Conſtitution, I do not fee. 


= 


how we can fail to come to an happy Agreement. All 
the difficulty about the other 3 TEE dice the 
i eager nga wore chan chis noe otra 
that things are wron ed, as we are that 

of there Onan afpcialy, to be at Peace, 
and live in Love, and concur in the: iteſt Union for 
their common Safety and Preſervation? We need not 
be told how it is to'the Chriſtian Law, to a& 
Gs A he de ee pag ages 
o evident 

for Men of great Skill thoſe Laws, affirm. all 
that have been adted;\ are conſiſtent with them. 
then ſhould we be violent in our 


and Aﬀerti- 


ons about-ſuch, Mattets5 in which it-becames us to be 


more modeſt ? why ſhould we-give one another 
any trouble -at- all, about any thing - whatſoever, whert 

our Religion and-our Inereſt require us to agree ? 
"— Mhranter Aphrodiſexs, as Maimonides * hath obſer- 
hee: gives theſe three Reaſons, why — —— 
mu 
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multiplied, and cannot be determined. Firſt, The ſub- 
tilty and depth of ſome things 3 in which, notwithſtand- 

ing, every body will be medling, c— The weak- 
neo Humane Underſtanding 3: of which no body will 
be ſenſible. Thirdly, Love of Dominion and Victory, 
for which Men ſometimes —_—_ ou than a pare 
Their Reputation 4: Irs 4 y cannot y till 
they may come off with Credit. . To which Maimozides 
himſelf adgds a fourth 3 which /1s Cuſtom. We have a 
great love to that unto which.we have been uſed 5 and 
are very loth to leave it. | Which abundantly 
in es beginnings Then wht Io of .our Rehi- 
10n in its which Re Cs Maes 


tot be 
y ITS 
* As we ſee by the Examples of the firſtand beſt Tires, 
when ſome Chriſtians of nn GG 
means, be fatisfied about ſuch rhings, as ſeem to 
plain, that we cannot but wonder they made a 
DEI 
Oo un no 1 
ond Dent ad ch he ting ad yer mr the: 
an kke things: and-yet thou- 
——_ Jews who velvrved, 2s 'S. James tells 8. Pavl 
7 20.) wereall fo zealous of the Law, that they 
—_—_—  — if he had not 
conſidered their weaknefs, and prudenly {weetned them 
" a- temporary Compliance: : 4 ow wonder then is it 
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to fee many diſſatisfied, in .our.preſent Circumſtances, 
about. things, which: give others .no kind of ſcruple ? 
Who onght to have no worſe thought of them, than this ; 
that they. labour, under. old. Prejudices, as: the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians.did : which muſt be worn off by Time, but 
cannot” be diſpoſſeſſed on a ſudden. bu: 
: 2. Foritis very-obſervable, that moſt of the Differen- 
ces.that. troubled the Church in. the beginning, ſprang 
from.thoſe who. had been. bredup under a quyte contra- 
ry Perſuaftion, - to that which was {zwled by the Authority 
of Chriſtand his Apoſtles. / It was'not the/Gertiler that 
uarrelled with the Fews; but the Fews quarrelled with 
them,” becauſe- they would not look .upon their Law, 
which had ſtood ſo many Ages, as. of eternal Obligati- 
on. And thus; we Pn it will always be; 
ſtrong Prepoſſeſſions cannot eafaty be perſwaded to yield 
to the cleareſt Reaſons. Men will walk on in: the: way 
to:-which they have been accuſtomed ;/ and hold. faſt the 
Notions, which have been deeply riveted into their Minds. 
We ſee the Power, or Tyranny rather;:of Cuſtom,.in the : 
very. Habits, and: Faſhions of: ſeveral Countries : / unto 
which Men having been always uſed, rr ng only ac- 
count thoſe of their own Country" molt tz butare 
ſoin love with them, that they look upon all other as 
rude, nay-as ridiculous. {- In \ſhort, there is no greater 
Enemy.to. Knowledge, than this (as Maimoxide- notes 'in = 
thePlace before named)z for.asall Men arepleaſed with 
that to which they have been long habituated 5: ſo'toma-» 
ny;1t may have become very profitable 3 and ſome may 
be afraid that:their Authority will-fall to the ground, to- 
gether with, that which they bave long maintained. -/:1'-- 
 2- But ookwithſtanding this, we: learn:from- that an- 


cient 
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* ejent Example, we may Ree at peace 5, if We. DH. as they 
did, or as thy were taught to-do. That is, be not an- 
gry one. with another 3 but patiently. bear with 'each 
others Infirmities 5 and be kindly affiFioned one towards 
other- in bratherly love, as if reds, were-no Differences 
at all among us 3 and forbear raſh Judging on one ſide, 
and Contempt on the other: pes rang 2, Reps all ſerve 
the ſame-Lord ; and that it is neither for his Service nor. 
his Honour, to have his Family divided ;/ but agree to- 
gether in this, todo one another all-the. good they. can, 
as'the beſt Service they can do'to;him, 7, Let our Heats 
at leaſt be-abated, and _ oy 'violent than they 
have been formerly, (as the th 7 are indn Ganger, Fhave (hewn. 


you,.to be, when we re made. 
One) and then is-is wr Mine ns Bs o_—_ 1 come, 

it: time,. as the” firſt” did, to:be 52] Pena: 
together in. the ſame -mind ,, and "ite: the ſane ment. 


Which is the laſtthing- 1 have to obſerve, 46: roger ic 
hath been faid-of the State of, Things -in the beginning. 
4 And: we ſhalt the ſooner Avvo if ary. 10.4 
live i in love and Peace. toge together, notwithſtandin our 
-preſent Differences, ' For -this-will-make us capable of 
aaa. and giving SatisfaQtion : which will-not. be ad 
mitted from Enemies, or Stran or ſich as are ſhy one 
; hw nc aa _ Luba het ny pry as I faid, 
er, - 


er; eſpecially,all evil {peaking 
Let tg; a pres An to fall ont; but 
toconverſe one with.another as Friends: and remember 
that the way to Agreement of all Parties, js not to bring 
Men to be of one Opinion, but to be. of one Mind 3. 
which we may be, though.of. different Opinions: nor 
by thinking-th - ſame things, but. by thinking well one of | 


another ;. 
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another ; endeavournig to preſerve Charity, as carefully 
as to preſerve Truth, For though Truth be great, yet 
Charity is greater i" Which made a Man of- no ſmall 
Learning-and Piety fay, (and, I-thifk, not amiſs) Dzſcord 
Eraſ.Epiſt. #- fo odzons to Wre, "that even Truth it ſelf diſpleaſes me, if 
So Bar- zf be ſeditions. 4 
Pee I intended to have prefſed onething more _ you ; 
which- 1s, that you' would not ful toſtudy Provi- 
derice of+ God, in-whelate greatiand wonderful Revo- 
lation : whereby he ſeems to me to have deligned the 
fame that he did to-1ſreel,, when they came out of Baby- 
lon; to give us all onp "heart, aud one way, that we might 
fear him for ever s, for the good of ns, and of our children 
after us 3, as 1  eiicvedt before out of anraji «39. 
What-a pity is it, that we ſhould Joſe ſach a'bl d Op- 
portunity, of healing all our Breaches, andclofing a1l to- 
gether, with ſtrong Aﬀeion, in one firm Body, for our 
mutual Preſervation and Happineſs ? 


But perhaps 'we may not agree in the Meaning of 
this —_ and yg | —_ conclude with the 


7 Chriſt ; To whom be 


